
Minutes: Moorpool Regeneration Group 

Date:  6.2.2008  7.30PM 

Venue:  137, Ravenhurst Road. 

 

Present: 

Andrew Hackett. Chair. 

Rob Sutton. (Representing MAA). Michael Parkes, Igor Cusack, Tricia Cusack, Alastair Moyes. 

Selwyn Blyth. (Arriving later) 

 

Apologies:   Jan Sutton, Jim Tucker, Kate Nancarrow, Louise Griffiths. 

 

Andrew Hackett opened the meeting. 

RS was asked to look into what appeared to be missing minutes. 

Jim Tucker was unable to attend but had sent a document for consideration. 

PS had the view that the lack of a play/open area would resonate with residents. He pointed out that 

previous plans for play areas in Harborne by BCC had been shelved too. 

TC stated an area that could be used by a wider group than just children would be beneficial perhaps 

including benches. 

TC pointed out that character is a planning issue and must be considered. 

The meeting noted that the MRG and MAA would all be submitting formal objections. The MRA 

would be doing so as well after approval by residents at its forthcoming meeting. The documents may 

have similar objections but there would likely be differences because of particular issues such as loss 

of allotments. 

SB joined the meeting and the MRG letter was considered. 

PS emphasised that factual comment should be in the objection. 

MP stated that all the planning application numbers should be covered in the objection. 

The nature of the objection to building on the allotments was discussed. 

The areas of allotments affected by the plans were considered. 

AH talked about the implications of the plans on the allotment areas of the Valley Site. Allotments on 

the Moorpool Rd side are lost as well as the easterly block on the Moor Pool Avenue side. The main 

block on the Moorpool avenue side appear to be shortened and one possibly lost at the end. An overlay 

had been promised by Grainger which so far had not been received. 

RS reported various communications including details of terms for tenancy renewal. 

It was considered that if the applications were turned down then Grainger might be more amenable to a 

constructive discussion on the future of the estate. 

The play/recreation area was discussed and the planning requirement for open space. Harborne is 

significantly below open space requirements. 

PS agreed to try and find out further statistical data on open space. 

The 21 days for objections was discussed and could possibly be stretched. An email from Simon 

Turner was referred to. The group agreed relying on an extention to the 21 days was risky and in all 

information and discussions with residents the 21 days should be kept too. 

It was agreed a 1 page executive summary would at least be provided to other organisations detailing 

the points for objection. Links to information would also be put on the websites. 

Objections would be submitted to the council as hard copy and PDF for their convenience of 

circulation. 

RS asked AH to speak at the forthcoming MRA meeting and MP to speak in the place of RS for the 

MAA. 

AH to request copies of the development plans. 

The Civic Society was mentioned for possible support. 

AH thanked IC and TC for their hospitality and for hosting the meeting. 

 

Date of next meeting: 4.3.2008, 7.30, 35 Margaret Grove. (Committee) 

 

Members are requested to print their own minutes and agendas to bring to meetings. 


